Risk factors for surgical wound infections in patients undergoing head and neck oncologic surgery.
Risk factors for surgical wound infection are difficult to establish in head and neck surgery. Flap reconstruction, which correlates with tumour size and surgical procedure, appears to be the main risk factor. Attempts should be made by the surgical staff to improve surgical procedures in terms of duration of surgery and choice of the procedure. The intraoperative choice between primary closure and flap reconstruction should be studied further. More subtle risk factors may appear in studies of large groups of patients and/or if a distinction is drawn between early and late SWI.